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Our board of directors are passionate city-builders who generously volunteer 
their time to support our mission.

Susan Wortzman, Interim Chair, Secretary*
Michael Herrera, Treasurer*
Mark Cote 
Dr. Sara Diamond
Hasan Makansi
Terry Nicholson

Jesse Ryan
Jason Ryle*
Gillian Smith

Founding President:  
the late Margo Bindhardt

Director Emeritus:  
Diana Bennett

Past Chair: Kathleen Sharpe

With thanks to Neera Chopra, Gaëtane Verna, John McKellar, Maureen Dodig, Caroline Robbie, and  
Richard Paquet (past Vice Chair) for their service to Toronto Arts Foundation’s Board of Directors in 2021.

* Also serves on the Board of  Toronto Arts Council

On behalf of Toronto Arts Foundation, I 
would like to thank you, our donors, for 
your essential and unwavering support 
during the second year of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Your donations throughout 2021 
allowed us to help countless artists and arts 
organizations stay afloat and reimagine 
their creative offerings as live entertainment 
venues and exhibition opportunities bounced 
between ever-varying gathering restrictions. 
Coming together as a community has made 
it possible for artists to lead the way by 
uniting us and spreading joy throughout this 
tumultuous time. Thank you.

I want to take this time to highlight the 
tireless work of Kathleen Sharpe, who 
concluded her six-year term as Chair of 
Toronto Arts Foundation in December 2021. 
Kathleen has led our exceptional board of 
volunteers with such care and determination, 
and we are grateful to have had her expertise 
and her support over such difficult years. I 

extend my deepest thanks to her for this work, 
and for her continued championship of the 
Foundation’s work.

It is bittersweet to pen this letter, knowing 
that it will be my last annual report for 
Toronto Arts Foundation, but I am so proud 
of this organization; its staff, board, and 
partners, and how they have continued to 
amplify and advocate for local artists. I 
know that moving forward, our artists and 
arts workers are in great hands, and I look 
forward to seeing the growth of this great 
Creative City: Block by Block.

Claire Hopkinson, M.S.M. 
Director & CEO, Toronto Arts Foundation  
Claire Hopkinson is also the Director & CEO of  Toronto Arts Council

FROM THE 
DIRECTOR & 
CEO

OUR BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS

John McKellar, Claire Hopkinson, Gaëtane Verna, Diana Bennett, Ana Serrano, and 
Kathleen Sharpe at the 2021 Toronto Arts Foundation board appreciation event. 
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“I thank you so profoundly, all of you 
who are supporters of the arts. Arts 
has been such an important part of 
getting us through the pandemic. It’s 
an important part of our economy, 
and it’s going to be an important 
part of our recovery, getting us back 
to the stage where we’re thriving as 
a city.” 

Mayor John Tory at the 2021 Mayor’s Evening for the Arts

“As past Chair and a donor, I’ve 
always felt tremendously proud 
of the important work of the staff 
and volunteers of Toronto Arts 
Foundation. Creative City: Block by 
Block sums up their immense work, 
from major fundraising activities to 
Arts in the Parks, awards programs, 
data collection and advocacy for the 
arts in Toronto. It’s a big mandate 
and the Foundation manages to 
make it look easy.” 

Kathleen Sharpe, Past Chair, Toronto Arts Foundation

Like you, I am a donor to Toronto Arts 
Foundation and I believe passionately in the 
proven city-building power of the arts. The 
ability of the arts to ignite new connections 
and strengthen community drives my passion 
and keeps me actively engaged. Foundation 
programs support community-building 
initiatives across the city, with a focus on 
providing equitable access to the arts for all 
of our neighbourhoods, across our diverse 
and wonderful city. The impact of these 
initiatives is increased by attracting essential 
investment from a broad spectrum of donors.

On behalf of Toronto Arts Foundation’s 
Board of Directors, I have deep gratitude for 
the formidable support that has been given 
toward our COVID-19 recovery initiatives 
from you, our loyal and new donors. I am 
thankful you have joined us. This work 
is powered by the Foundation’s vision of 
Creative City: Block by Block and has remained 
a cornerstone of Claire Hopkinson’s work 
as Director & CEO. While Claire may be 
stepping down from her role in December 

2022, I can say with great confidence 
that her determination, drive, and endless 
care for the arts community will leave a 
legacy that will last for years to come.

I also want to note my gratitude to our 
outgoing board members from 2021: Neera 
Chopra, Maureen Dodig, John McKellar, 
Gaëtane Verna, Vice-Chair Richard Paquet 
and Chair Kathleen Sharpe. They all 
devoted a wealth of energy and expertise 
into the Foundation during recent years, 
and we truly would not be where we are 
today without their incredible support.

Susan Wortzman  
Interim Chair and Secretary, Toronto Arts Foundation  
Susan also serves on the Board of  Toronto Arts Council

FROM THE 
CHAIR

Mayor John Tory, Claire Hopkinson, Ebonie Rowe, Executive Director of PhemPhat Entertainment and recipient of the 
2020 Roy Thomson Hall Award with a member of their signature initiative Honey Jam, and Colin Mochrie.
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A NOTE FROM CLAIRE HOPKINSON

Creative City: Block By Block is a vision that I set 
for both Toronto Arts Foundation and our 
affiliate Toronto Arts Council when I first 
joined the organizations. It’s a vision that 
unites the city through our collective love 
for the arts. Through our research, we know 
that access to the arts is essential to building 
healthy cities. Yet, due to cost, travel barriers 

and more, accessing the arts is easier said 
than done. At Toronto Arts Foundation, we 
understand our responsibility to minimize 
these barriers as best we can; through our 
initiatives, we’re working to make Creative 
City: Block By Block a reality by bringing the 
arts to all areas of Toronto.

EXPANDING ON 
OUR VISION

OUR VISION
Creative City: Block by Block

We believe that the arts help cities thrive, and 
envision a vibrant and creative city where 
every neighbourhood is enriched by the 
transformative benefits of the arts. 

WHAT WE DO
We work with civic-minded philanthropic 
individuals and organizations to design, 
develop and implement initiatives that 
strengthen Toronto’s artists and arts 
organizations and bring the arts to 
communities throughout the city. We do this, 
not only because every Torontonian deserves 
to enjoy the many benefits of the arts, but 
because engaged and inclusive communities 
build strong cities.

Toronto’s city-wide charity for the arts.

OUR GUIDING PRINCIPLES

We cultivate creativity 
and value excellence.

2

We embrace cultural diversity  
and reflect it in our programs.

3

We work from a highly informed and non-partisan position allowing us to 
communicate, advocate and convene on behalf of the arts sector.

4

We depend on and maintain 
the trust of the arts community.

5

We measure outcomes and 
reinvest our learning into our 
community.

6

We use partnerships and 
collaborative models to increase 
our effectiveness and flexibility.

7

1 We value our donors.

Jasmyn Fyffe Dance leads a workshop at the Dance Together Festival in Amos Waites Park as part of Arts in the Parks.
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LENDING EXPERTISE AND INSPIRING OTHERS

John McKellar, retired lawyer, generous 
donor and volunteer, is devoted to advancing 
and supporting the arts. 

“My serious association with the arts began 
about 60 years ago when I was asked to join 
the board of Crest Theatre,” said John. It 
was John’s love for theatre that made this 
decision easy for him. Since then, John has 
volunteered his expertise on several theatre 
boards, an association that later led him to 
join the board of Toronto Arts Foundation, 
and to serve as Chair of the Board for both 
Toronto Arts Council and Canada Council 
for the Arts.

“Every dollar that you spend on arts adds $8 
to the economy,” he said. But it’s not just the 
economy that benefits. “Arts do a wonderful 
job of teaching people what we stand for, of 
showing people what we are, of telling our 
stories and expressing ourselves.” 

A true arts champion, John extended his 
belief in volunteer service by encouraging 
other lawyers in his firm to join arts boards. 
“Arts are often underfunded and lawyers 
have the ability to help these organizations, 
to help companies understand what they 
should and should not do.” John retired from 
our board in 2021; Toronto Arts Foundation 
has certainly benefitted from his knowledge 
and support for our work. For his service to 
the arts, we thank John whole-heartedly.

WHY YOU GIVE

7  |  Toronto Arts Foundation Annual Report 2021 John McKellar at the 2021 Toronto Arts Foundation board appreciation event. 

JOHN 
McKELLAR
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In 2020, Sarah Hunter, President of K.M. 
Hunter Foundation, approached us for help to 
support artists. Based on our understanding 
of the needs of the arts community, we 
developed an idea to create an award for 
Indigenous artists. Sarah was thrilled, and we 
immediately launched into a nearly year-long 
process to create the award.  

“We wanted to make sure [that the creation 
of the award] was Indigenous-led, a process 
which the Indigenous community was 
comfortable with, which was conducive and 
sensitive to the Indigenous way of doing 
things,” said Sarah. Toronto Arts Foundation 
formed an Indigenous-led steering 
committee, led by filmmaker Jason Ryle, 
who organized  extensive consultations with 
the Indigenous arts community alongside 
Toronto Arts Council Indigenous Arts 
Program Manager Tash Naveau.

Following these deliberations, the Indigenous 
Artist Award was created in 2021, to celebrate 
the achievements of Indigenous artists and 
pave the way for mentorship. Visual artist 
Greg Staats was named the inaugural 
recipient in the fall, receiving a $20,000 cash 
prize and a complimentary week long stay 
at Valleyview Artist Retreat. Indigenous 
knowledge guardian Alfred Keye was chosen 
by Greg to receive the joint mentor award, a 
$5,000 cash prize. 

“I was very comfortable with the process,” 
said Sarah, who appreciated Toronto Arts 
Foundation’s work in managing the entirety 
of the award, from collecting nominations, to 
organizing juries, and the award presentation 
event. 

We are thankful to the K.M. Hunter 
Foundation for their generous support of the 
Indigenous Artist Award!

IDENTIFYING AN 
OPPORTUNITY

“It’s an honour to represent the Indigenous Arts community as an established 
senior artist. Toronto Arts Foundation’s inaugural Indigenous Artist Award 
allows a recognition of my art production, exhibition history and dedication to 
vision, but also my unique positionally: that of an on-reserve day school lived 
experience, which constantly informs my work and my journey.”

Greg Staats, 2021 recipient of  the Indigenous Artist Award

Greg Staats at the 2021 Indigenous Artist Award and Community Arts Award reception.

GREG 
STAATS
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ARTS IN THE PARKS

Audience development p free access 
to arts p community building p 
opportunities for artists

Arts in the Parks brings free arts events to 
parks across the city, connecting artists and 
communities, providing opportunities for 
artists and creating mentorship opportunities 
for youth arts workers. In 2021, your support 
helped us bring 486 events to 26 parks, 
featuring 356 artists, and attended by an 
estimated 10,000 people, online and in person.

CREATIVE CHAMPIONS 
NETWORK (CCN)

Specialized workshops p panel 
discussions p extensive resources for 
arts board volunteers

Creative Champions Network provides 
opportunities for Toronto’s 2000+ arts board 
members to come together, share experiences 
and learn from leading experts on how to 
build strong and sustainable organizations. 
In 2021, your support helped us offer four 
events, featuring 15 expert speakers and 
attended by 284 people, covering a range of 
topics that focused on pivoting during the 
pandemic, board recruitment, and others.

AWARDS

Recognizing excellence and 
contributions to arts and culture 
p cash prizes

Our awards spotlight Toronto’s exceptional 
artists, arts organizations, and cultural 
leaders working in a range of artistic 
practices. Thanks to your support, in 2021 we 
presented nine awards, 21 finalist awards and 
15 micro-awards totalling $123,000, giving 
a boost of encouragement to those who are 
strengthening our city.

NEIGHBOURHOOD ARTS 
NETWORK

Professional development 
p mentorship p networking 
opportunities for artists

Neighbourhood Arts Network, which 
celebrated its 10th anniversary in 2021,  
offers accessible arts programming, awards 
and exciting partnership opportunities to 
Toronto-based artists, arts educators and 
arts organizations. With your support, artists 
are connected, encouraged and given the 
resources to thrive.

RESEARCH

Reports p panels p partnerships 
p community consultations

We value research as essential to both 
artistic practice and community-building. 
Through collaborative partnerships and 
community-engaged work, our research 
explores a wide range of issues and 
challenges in the arts. In 2021, thanks to 
your support, we worked on several projects 
supporting important causes, including the 
LightsOn Venue Reopening Guide, Research in 
Residence: Arts’ Civic Impact initiative and our 
Arts Chats speaker series.

YOUR GIVING 
SUPPORTS 
INTEGRAL 
INITIATIVES

11 | Toronto Arts Foundation Annual Report 2020 Naty Tremblay reacting to being announced the 2021 recipient of the Community Arts Award.
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SPOTLIGHT 
ON OUR 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 
ARTS NETWORK
A PATHWAY TO SUCCESS

Anthony Gebrehiwot, award-winning 
visual artist, photographer and community 
leader, first became involved with our 
Neighbourhood Arts Network (NAN) in 2014 
when he participated in our ArtWorksTO: 
Skills for a Creative Future program, landing 
him a paid contract with the City of Toronto. 
Presented in partnership with the City of 
Toronto, The Remix Project and OCAD U, 
ArtWorksTO provides opportunities for youth 
media artists to gain professional experience, 
skills and network in the media arts industry. 

“That was my first professional contract 
and it taught me a lot about the business of 
photography – consultations with a client, 
preparing contracts, and delivering work in 
a professional setting. It set the foundation 
for how I proceeded as a professional,” said 
Anthony. 

Anthony continued his involvement with 
ArtWorksTO as an alumnus and later 
served on the program’s board; his own 
experience as a participant helped him to 
meaningfully contribute to the growth and 
the development of the program. 

In 2016, Anthony was invited to participate 
in NAN’s Creative Potluck series, a free 
neighbourhood event where artists and 
community residents gather around food 
to share ideas, best practices, and network. 
“These artist talks are a great way to give 
people perspective about how the industry 
operates and how people have gotten to 
where they are,” he said. 

Reflecting on his own artistic journey, 
Anthony is particularly mindful of the 
important role mentorship plays in an artist’s 

development. In 2021, he joined NAN’s 
Mentor in Residence program and provided 
one-on-one mentorship to artists. Through 
his role as a mentor, he wants to help other 
artists learn from his own experiences.

Most recently, Anthony participated in our 
mentorship matching program, in which 
NAN connects applicants to Toronto Arts 
Council’s Newcomer & Refugee Artist 

Mentorship program with mentees. Having 
been matched with a newcomer artist, 
Anthony and his mentee have applied for the 
grant and are looking forward to the results. 

“Shout out to NAN and Toronto Arts 
Foundation for all the work they do to 
support artists … I see and I appreciate the 
effort,” he said.

ANTHONY 
GEBREHIWOT
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As the pandemic continues, Arts in the 
Parks is providing opportunities for artists to 
create, and audiences to gather safely in an 
outdoor community setting. “With outdoor 
performances, many of the fears associated 
with COVID go away and the experience 
of theatre/dance can be offered as it was 
intended to be. It was clear during our Divine 
Interventions performances that audiences 
craved real, in person engagement with 
artists,” said David.

A CORPUS production, Divine Interventions 
was created for these “chaotic” times, 
intended to “offer a sense of magic, beauty, 
and the reignited hope that perhaps we are 
indeed being cared for by something divine.” 
Through our Arts in the Parks initiative, the 
show was presented for free on four dates in 
2021 in two public parks. 

“I believe in making art accessible to all ...  
Demystifying the experience of going to 
the theatre is desperately needed, at a time 
when inflation is high and few people can 
afford the price of a ticket,” said David 
Danzon, Artistic Director of CORPUS. 
By offering free access to hundreds of arts 
events such as Divine Interventions, Arts in the 
Parks is giving residents across the city an 
opportunity to experience the arts in their 
own neighbourhood. 

The arts make me feel…

“Alive, energetic, happy,  
connected to myself and to 
others.”  
Jennifer, Arts in the Parks audience member, Etobicoke

ARTS 
IN THE 
PARKS
MAGIC IN THE PARK 
FOR ALL TO ENJOY

On a hazy Saturday afternoon in Bell Manor 
Park, Etobicoke, a crowd of about 35 people 
gathered at the park’s center in anticipation. 
Something was about to happen; majestic 
sounds could be heard in the distance. 
Harmonized singing and bike bells grew 
louder and more distinct, and then, five 
goddesses appeared on a large tandem bike. 
They approached the audience, gracefully 
got off their bike and began an ethereal, 
dramatic and beautiful dance-performance 
through the park. A year and a half into the 
pandemic, the audience watched on with 
smiles on their faces. 

Thanks to the support of our donors and 
sponsors, our Arts in the Parks initiative 
continues to inspire audiences with timely 
and engaging arts events, presented in parks, 
for free.

CORPUS Dance projects performing Divine Interventions at an Arts in the Parks event.
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LEADERSHIP 
THROUGH 
SHARED 
LEARNING

As part of our vision to build a vibrant and 
creative city, Toronto Arts Foundation is 
committed to strengthening artists and arts 
workers through our mentorship and shared 
learning programs. Our programming 
provides resources to artists across the board, 
from youth artists, to artists working with 
communities, arts workers, board volunteers 
and more.

STRENGTHENING BOARD 
ENGAGEMENT

Boards of directors have a critical role in 
the success of any organization, however 
many board members lack the resources 
needed for meaningful engagement and 
impact. Through our Creative Champions 
Network (CCN), guided by CCN Lead Jini 
Stolk, we’re seeking to address some of these 
concerns by bringing Toronto arts board 
members together to discuss issues, ideas and 
solutions so they can help strengthen their 
organizations. With our pulse on the arts 
sector, we work hard to identify pressing issues 
which we explore and unpack during CCN’s 
year-round workshop and panel discussion 
series. For example, in 2021, we organized 
a session on pandemic shifts to explore how 
some arts organizations are working through 
the pandemic in a creative and innovative 
manner. Through collective learning and 
resource sharing, Toronto’s arts organizations 
and their dedicated volunteers have the tools 
to thrive.

“Being given this opportunity to 
gain industry knowledge, share 
space and skills with peers in 
other media arts sectors has been 
incredibly enriching towards my 
own goals as an interdisciplinary 
artist and entrepreneur.”  
ArtWorksTO participant
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CONNECTING ARTISTS AND ARTS LEADERS

At the beginning of the pandemic, as many 
artists lost their contracts due to mandated 
closures, our Neighbourhood Arts Network 
immediately launched the Mentor in 
Residence program with the aim to help 
artists and arts workers reimagine and re-
invent their work. The world was changing, 
and artistic presentations made for live 
audiences needed to change as well. As 
people spent more time isolating indoors, 
opportunities to connect, form relationships 
and discuss ideas were limited. 

“[My mentor] allowed me to ask her questions 
and she walked me through a process of 
finding answers myself. She literally mentored 

me to be a mentor. It has been a privilege 
knowing her and learning from her,” said 
one mentee. Initially a pandemic response, 
thanks to generous donors committed to the 
program, it has grown to address expanding 
needs from artists. Over the past two years 
we have seen an incredible response from 
both the mentees and mentors, highlighting 
the important role mentorship plays in 
successful artmaking and presentation. By 
connecting industry experts to artists looking 
for advice, Mentor in Residence offers a space 
where artists are collaborating to strengthen 
their practice and uncover new, innovative 
possibilities.

ACCESS TO PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Providing professional development and 
employment to youth artists from our equity-
priority groups is high on the agenda for us. 
Most of our programs and initiatives are 
developed through this lens including our 
Indigenous Artist Award, Emerging Jazz 
Artist Award and Making a Living Making 
Art program. One of our most successful 
projects that directly addresses some of these 
priorities is ArtWorksTO: Skills for a Creative 
Future, which provides opportunities for 
youth media artists who are Indigenous, 
Black and People of Colour and/or 
2SLGBTQ+ to gain professional experience, 
skills and network in the media arts industry.

Toronto Arts Foundation Annual Report 2021 | 20Participants of 2021 ArtWorksTO: Skills for a Creative Future.
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ENGAGING 
IN 
RESEARCH

Toronto Arts Foundation leads and 
collaborates interdisciplinary research to 
understand the opportunities and challenges 
facing the arts sector, both locally and 
nationally. The learnings gained from this 
work help inform and shape our existing 
initiatives, open new possibilities for future 
programming and education and offer others 
in the sector an opportunity to learn and 
grow with us.

In 2021, we were involved in eight 
research projects with 24 different partner 
organizations across Canada. This work 
has raised the profile of the Foundation’s 
activities by expanding our reach and lending 
the expertise of our Research & Impact 
Manager, Dr. Shawn Newman, to a variety 
of initiatives. The largest project that the 
Foundation helped to develop is the multi-
year Research in Residence: Arts’ Civic Impact 
(RinR) initiative led by Mass Culture and 
supported by the Canada Council for the 
Arts, Department of Canadian Heritage, and 
the Ontario Trillium Foundation. 

RinR embeds five graduate student research 
teams at arts organizations across Canada in 
partnership with six academic institutions. 
These researchers are developing civic impact 
frameworks to help arts organizations better 
articulate and communicate their impact. 
The project is pushing the boundaries of 
how the sector understands what research 
is and what it can do. It has also been a 
tremendous training opportunity for the 
researchers, who come from a variety of 
backgrounds including architecture, climate 
and environment, visual arts and social 
justice. Liz Forsberg, Lead, Partnerships 
Development at the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation says that the project “represents 
a whole new level of collaboration across the 
arts community, arts funders and academia 
to advance arts impact research in Canada.”

To hear more about the Foundation’s 
research portfolio, contact Dr. Shawn 
Newman, Research & Impact Manager, at 
shawn@torontoarts.org.

Toronto Arts Foundation Annual Report 2021 | 22Skyline of Toronto.
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RECOGNIZING 
EXCELLENCE

ARTS FOR YOUTH AWARD

Recipient award of $20,000 supported by  Jim Fleck, Martha Burns 
and Sandra & Jim Pitblado. Finalist Awards of $2,000 supported by 
Diana Bennett & Spencer Lanthier.

	f Paprika Festival – Recipient 
	f BAM Collective – Finalist 
	f Xpace Cultural Centre – Finalist 

COMMUNITY ARTS AWARD 

Recipient award of $10,000 and finalist awards of $1,000 supported 
by MOD Developments.

	f Naty Tremblay – Recipient 
	f Ruben Esguerra – Finalist 
	f Queen Kukyoi – Finalist 

EMERGING ARTIST AWARD 

Recipient award of $10,000 supported by Susan Crocker, C.M. & 
John Hunkin. Finalist awards of $2,000 supported by the Bulmash-
Siegel Foundation.

	f Britta B. – Recipient 
	f Olivia Shortt – Finalist 
	f Irma Villafuerte – Finalist 

EMERGING JAZZ ARTIST AWARD 

Recipient award of $10,000 and finalist awards of $1,000 supported 
by Cheryl & Manuel Buchwald and presented in partnership with TD 
Toronto Jazz Festival.

	f Joanna Majoko – Recipient 
	f Virginia MacDonald – Finalist 
	f Sarah Thawer – Finalist 

INDIGENOUS ARTIST AWARD 

Recipient award of $20,000, with professional artist mentor/Elder 
or mentee/protégée designated by the Award Recipient to receive 
$5,000, supported by K.M. Hunter Foundation. The 2021 recipient 
also received a complimentary week long stay at Valleyview Artist 
Retreat. 

	f Greg Staats – Recipient 
	f Alfred Keye – Mentor Recipient 
	f Cynthia Lickers-Sage – Finalist 
	f Joseph Sagaj – Finalist

Toronto Arts Foundation Annual Report 2021 | 2423 | Toronto Arts Foundation Annual Report 2021
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MARGO BINDHARDT AND RITA DAVIES AWARD

Recipient award of $10,000 supported by John and Raphaela Dunlap. 
Finalist awards of $1,000 supported by Neera Chopra. 

	f Denise Bolduc – Recipient 
	f Del Mahabadi – Finalist 
	f Dwayne Morgan – Finalist 

MURIEL SHERRIN AWARD

Recipient award of $10,000, with finalists receiving $1,000. The 2021 
recipient also received a complimentary week long stay at Valleyview 
Artist Retreat. 

	f Vivine Scarlett – Recipient 
	f Emily Cheung – Finalist 
	f Mi Young Kim – Finalist

RBC NEWCOMER ARTS AWARDS 

Awards of $2,000 supported by RBC Foundation.

	f Anahita Akhavan
	f Mosab Alnomairy 
	f Borelson
	f Gizem Candan
	f Naghmeh Ghasemzadeh
	f Leila Refahi 
	f David Machado Gomez
	f Hossein Soleimani 

	f Ivetta Sunyoung Kang 
	f Hamed Tabein
	f Felipe Téllez
	f Mariana Topfstedt
	f Kseniya Tsoy 
	f Tan Vu 
	f Kareen Weir

TORONTO ARTS AND BUSINESS AWARD 

Presented in partnership with Toronto Star & Business / Arts.

	f Canada Life – Recipient

2021 PEER ASSESSORS 

Thank you to: Shabnam Afrand, Amanda Andrews, Heather Beamish, Nova Bhattacharya, 
Laila Biali, Afi Browne, Bonnie Devine, Tarek Ghriri, Josh Grossman, Sean Lee, Yannis 
Lobaina, Andy McKim, Akshata Naik, Tash Naveau, Onika Powell, Ryan Rice (Kanien’kehá:ka 
of Kahnawake), Rose C Stella, Dione Taylor, Amanda Tosoff, Ron Westray, and Sashar Zarif. 

“Thank you so very much for this honour. It’s so important that this 
award exists. We need places where young people can collaborate, learn 
and step up to be our future leaders. We’re so excited for the future of 
art-making. We are deeply grateful for this game-changing support.”

Paprika Festival, 2021 recipient, Arts for Youth Award

Toronto Arts Foundation Annual Report 2021 | 2625 | Toronto Arts Foundation Annual Report 2021
2021 Toronto Arts Foundation Award Recipients: Joanna Majoko, Britta B., Kanika Ambrose and 
Daniel Carter of Paprika Festival, Denise Bolduc, Vivine Scarlett.
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HEAD TABLE SPONSOR

Toronto Arts Foundation thanks all those who contributed to The Mayor’s 
Evening for the Arts, which directly supports Arts in the Parks and COVID-19 
Response Effort Initiatives. Our sincerest thanks to our fundraising committee 
members who generously gave their time.

FRIENDS OF THE MAYOR 
TABLES 
First Gulf / Great Gulf
Oxford / OMERS

TABLE PATRONS
Aspen Ridge Homes
B+H Architects Corp.
BELL
Borden Ladner Gervais LLP
Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario / 

Carpenters Union Local 27 Central 
Ontario Building Trades (COBT)

EllisDon Corporation
Enbridge Gas Inc. 
Goodmans LLP
Greenland Group Canada
I.U.P.A.T. District Council 46
Donald K. Johnson, O.C.
LiUNA Local 183
LiUNA Ontario Provincial District 

Council
Liz Tory and Family
McCarthy Tétrault LLP
Meridian
Mirabella Development (Diamante Legacy 

Company)
Mizrahi Developments
PCL Constructors Canada
RESCON
Sheetmetal Workers’ & Roofers’ Local 30
Sherrard Kuzz LLP
The Azrieli Foundation
The Daniels Corporation
The Slaight Family Foundation
Tricon Residential Inc.
United Association Local 46
William F. White International

DONATIONS
Drywall Acoustic Lathing & Insulation 

Local Union 675
Ian & Cathy Preston
Jonas Prince & Wayne Squibb
KingSett Capital Inc.
Michael and Honor Foundation
Carol Mitchell & Richard E. Venn
The Honourable Margaret Norrie McCain
Tom Bogart
Torys LLP

FUNDRAISING CO-CHAIRS
Mark Cote
Kevin Green
Richard Paquet

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
B.J. William Arvanitis 
Dany H. Assaf
Cory Estrela
Patrick Fejer
Phil Gillies
Kim Graham
Aleem Kanji
Noorez Lalani
Mark Maloney 
Bob Richardson 
Alfredo Romano 
Michael G. Sherrard 
Gillian Smith 
Jamie Thompson 
Kim Wright

TRIBUTE COMMITTEE
Margaret Atwood, C.C., O.Ont., FRSC, 

FRSL
John M. Beck
Bonnie Brooks, C.M.
Martha Burns
Paul Gross
Blake Hutcheson O.C.
Norman Jewison, C.C., B.A., LL.D.
Donald K. Johnson, O.C., LL.D.
Bahadur Madhani, C.M.
The Honourable Margaret Norrie 

McCain, C.C., O.N.B.
John D. McKellar, C.M., Q.C.
The Honourable David R. Peterson, P.C., 

Q.C., O.Ont., C. St. J., L. d’H., D.U., 
L.L.D.

Edward Rogers
Ken Tanenbaum & Jennifer Tanenbaum
Lawrence M. Tanenbaum, O.C. & Judy 

Tanenbaum

EVENT TEAM
K.I.M. Inc., Fundraising Strategists 
J.S.T. Productions, Event Producer
Trajectory Brands Inc.,  

Graphic Design 
Joel Weiss, Stage and Floor Plan Design

SILVER SPONSOR

GOLD SPONSORS
ARTS IN THE PARKS VOLUNTEER 

PROGRAM SPONSOR
ARTS IN THE PARKS 

GOLD SPONSOR

M A N T E L L A
C O R P O R AT I O NSince 1946

DINNER BOOK 
SPONSOR

ARTS IN THE PARKS 
SILVER SPONSOR

ARTS IN THE PARKS SILVER SPONSOR – 
LOCAL ARTIST SPOTLIGHT

COVID-19 ARTIST RESPONSE  
SILVER SPONSOR

COMMUNITY ARTS SILVER SPONSOR / 
COMMUNITY ARTS AWARD

ARTS IN THE PARKS SILVER SPONSOR / 
ACCESSIBLE WEBSITE & DIGITAL
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CREATIVE CITY CIRCLE
$10,000+
John & Anne Brace
Martha Burns*
Susan Crocker, C.M. & John Hunkin*
Hal Jackman Foundation
Hermes Canada
Donald K. Johnson O.C., LL.D. *
K.M. Hunter Foundation
Martha L.A. McCain
John & Kay McKellar*
The Azrieli Foundation 

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Diana Bennett & Spencer Lanthier*
Neera & Deepak Chopra
Maureen & Victor Dodig
John & Raphaela Dunlap
Jim Fleck*
Michael and Honor Foundation*
Sandra & Jim Pitblado*
Richard Paquet & Elizabeth Pizzinato
Susan Wortzman

GROUNDBREAKERS
$1,000 - $4,999
Bulmash - Siegel Foundation
David P Barrett
Helen Burstyn
Edward Burtynsky
Harold Chmara & Danny Hoy
Atom Egoyan & Arsinée Khanjian
Leslie Francombe & Victor Ertmanis*†

Patricia Francombe*
Robert & Julia Foster
Dina Graser & Lee Smolin
Michael Herrera
Hogg, Shain & Scheck Professional 
Corporation

Claire Hopkinson & Victor Fritz*†
Jackman Foundation
Barry & Cathy Joslin*
Martha Kennedy
The late Walter M. & Lisa Balfour Bowen*
Micheline McKay & Richard Comparey*
Don & Jane Moffat
Dani Reiss
Lori Ryerson
Cornelia Schuh & Michiel Horn
Kathleen Sharpe*
Jose Sigouin
Dr. Bernie Silverman
Toronto Bengali Drama Group
Susan Wright & John Sankey*†

SUPPORTERS UP TO $999
Anonymous x 7
Miriam Adams
Joel Adelstein*
Robert M. Aitken
Neil Allen
Elizabeth Asselstine
Susan Astington
William Bartle, in memory of  
Tessa Barlow Riley

Linda Barnett
Christine Bates

Joan Beaton, in honour of Ken Murphy
John Beckwith*
Annie Bell
Sara Belmont
Oscar Bertola
Marni Binder
Jill Black
Charles Bolduc
Dianne Bradley
Jason Bragg
Rodney R. Branch
Lara Bulger, in honour of Everyone
Butterfield Family Foundation*
Moira Calderwood
Andréa Callà
Aimee Carbonneau
Eunice Chan
Debra Chandler
John Charles
Carol Chin
Laurie Clark
Susan Colbert Wright
Craig Dale
Beverley Daniels, in honour of  
Bernice Harper

Richard P. Davidson
Steven Del Degan
Jane Deluzio*
Dr. Sara Diamond*
Gini Dickie
Rosemary Donegan
Tim & Marcia Doyle
Lynda Duckworth, in Honour of  
Ken Murphy

Karen Dunne-Carter
Sue Ennis
Christine Evans in honour of Mark Latter
Wayne Fairhead CM
Gino Falconi*
Christine Fischer Guy
Anne Fleming
Clarence Ford
Neil Foster
Julie Frost
Danielle Gaudet
Jennifer Ginder*
Lorna M. Graham
Arda Ilgazli & Jennifer Green
Scott & Krystyne Griffin*
Nadine Haddad
Martha Haldenby
Craig Hanson
Samar Hejazi
Peter A. Herrndorf & Eva Czigler*
Diana Hilton, in honour of all the amazing 
artists in Toronto

Mavis Himes
Mary Holmes
Linda Huestis
Joy Hughes*
Lisa Hulet in honour of Richard Paquet
Maureen Hynes
Institute Of Citizens Centred Service in 
memory of Jozef Radziewicz

Joanna Ivey
Aaron James
Heather Jessiman
Beverley Johnston
Armen Karapetyan†
Stephen Keen, in honour of  
George Harrison

Rea Kelly
Rachel Kennedy†
Shawn Kerwin
Stephen Kuwahara
Elaine Lajeunesse
Samuel Laredo
Brett Ledger

Richard B. Lee
Victoria Lee & Philip Hebert
Peter Leon
Naomi Levine
Larry Lewis, in honour of all of our 
creative artists in need

Linda Lewis & Lorie Cappe*
Maryanna Lewyckyj
Galli Family
Gregg Lintern
Little Tweet Apparel Inc.
Cheryl Litwack, in honour of Sonja & 
Perry Litwack

Richard Lowery
Robert MacKinnon & Steven Davidson
Hasan Makansi
Tycho Manson
Peter Marsh in honour of Gallery X 
Scarborough

Maureen & Ron McCallum
Charles McDonald
Hilary McLeod
Scott Miller Berry
Charlotte Morgan
Anne Murdock
Narcity Media
Alexander Ng
Terry Nicholson
Grace Olds
Vicki Olds
Michelle Parson*†
Andrew James Paterson
Vanessa Payne
Susan Penwarden
C. Pickett
Azadeh Pirazimian
Lola Rasminsky Fund at  
Toronto Foundation*

Jeffrey Richstone
Jaclyn Rodrigues†
Ely Rosenblum
Cyn Rozeboom
Marcee Ruby
Karen Ruddock, in honour of Brock 

Musical Theatre & DART at Brock 
University

Ruiao Zhou, in honour of Vi
Ana Sasic
The Savada-Stevenson Family
Denise Schon
Issa Shah
Sandra Shaul
Alan Sheppard
Michael Sinclair
Jerry [Gerald] Smith, in honour of  
Clay and Paper Theatre

Vicki St. Denys
Steele & Tomczak
Alida Stevenson
Nalini Stewart
Claire St-Francois
David Stimpson
Stokely Design Associates Inc.
Debbie Tarshis
Dr. Charles Haskell Tator &  
Dr. Carol Tator

Naomi Taylor
The Three Musketeers
Allan Titus
Riki Turofsky in honour of  
R. Murray Schafer

Dr. Anne Vagi
Gaëtane Verna & Gaétan Haché
Matthew Vultaggio
Nancy Walden
Bob Walton
Cindy Wan
Kirsten Ward
Andrea Whitehead
Mark Winter
Michelle Yeung & Michael Minchella
Hersh Zeifman
Joyce & Fred Zemans, in honour of  
Claire Hopkinson*

* 10 years or more of giving
† staff member

FRIENDS OF THE 
FOUNDATION
Toronto Arts Foundation is very grateful for 
the generosity and support of its donors.
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MAJOR PARTNERS

MEDIA PARTNERS

ARTWORKSTO RBC NEWCOMER ARTIST 
SPOTLIGHT PROGRAM

MAYOR’S ARTS LUNCH SPONSORS

Table Host Sponsors
Centennial College
Neera Chopra
Susan Crocker & John Hunkin
City of Toronto
Daniels

DiamondCorp
Maureen & Victor Dodig
Donald K. Johnson, O.C.
Humber
LiUNA! Local 183

John & Kay McKellar
Ontario Creates
Power Corporation

PROGRAM PARTNERS

Arts in the Parks
City of Toronto 
Toronto Arts Council 
Park People 
R.I.S.E. Edutainment

Neighbourhood Arts Network 
Akin Collective 
imagineNATIVE 
City of Toronto 
Future Skills Centre 

 
North York Arts 
Ontario College of Art & Design  
Toronto Arts Council 
The Remix Project

THANK YOU
TO OUR SPONSORS AND PARTNERS

Toronto Arts Foundation Annual Report 2021 | 32Torontonians enjoying Arts in the Parks. 
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At Toronto Arts Foundation we work 
to ensure your generous contribution 
strengthens Toronto’s artists and arts 
organizations and serves the vision of Creative 
City: Block by Block.

During the pandemic, your generosity 
towards Toronto’s artists made it possible to 
not only continue our innovative programs, 
but expand them, ensuring important support 
of artists during this difficult period.

In 2020 we experienced a significant increase 
in donation and sponsorships in support of 
the TOArtist COVID-19 Response Fund. 
As this fund was not active in 2021, there is a 
noted drop in contributions. However, both 
Foundations and Individual Donations have 
increased from the 2019 levels, marking the 
increased interest by donors in the programs 
provided by the Foundation during the 
pandemic.

ArtworksTO: Skills for a Creative Future, our 
program for creative youth entrepreneurs, 
grew substantially in 2021 due to a Future 
Skills grant, noted under Government Grants.

Toronto Arts Foundation partnered with the 
City of Toronto on ArtworxTO, a program 
dedicated to advancing public art across the 
City of Toronto. For clarity we have noted 
revenues and expenses for this program as 
separate items in the chart.

Net assets at the end of the year remain 
strong at $2,413,853

Note that revenues and expenses do not 
include the generous pro-bono support 
we receive, including legal and human 
resources, research support and donated 
media advertising space, valued in excess of 
$250,000.

Toronto Arts Foundation is audited by the 
chartered professional accountants Hogg, 
Shain & Scheck PC. The complete 2021 
audited financial statements, which includes 
a statement on investments, are available 
at torontoartsfoundation.org/about-us/
annual-reports. For more information please 
contact Leslie Francombe, Philanthropy & 
Sponsorship Manager at 416-392-6802  
ext. 214 or leslie@torontoarts.org.

FISCAL YEAR 2021 2020 2019 2018

Revenues $	 2,707,259 $	 3,295,519 $	 2,326,338 $	 1,329,952

Expenses 2,695,464 3,468,401 1,945,091 1,661,976

Excess (Deficiency)  -11,795 -172,882 381,247 -332,024

Net Assets/Reserves - beginning of year 2,402,058 2,574,940 2,193,693 2,525,717

Net Assets/Reserves - end of year $	 2,413,853 $	 2,402,058 $	 2,574,940 $	 2,193,693

FINANCIAL 
HIGHLIGHTS

REVENUES 2018–2021 EXPENDITURES 2018–2021

2018 20182019 20192020 20202021 2021

Donations – Individuals and Foundations

Corporate Sponsorship

Awards and Award Event Contributions

Mayor’s Evening for the Arts

Partnerships & Government Grants

Investment & Endowment

$3.0 $3.0

$2.5 $2.5

$3.5 $3.5

$2.0 $2.0

$1.5 $1.5

$1.0 $1.0

$0.5 $0.5

$0.0 $0.0

M
il
li
o

n
s

M
il
li
o

n
s

COVID-19 Artist Response Fund & Hal Jackman Foundation

Artist Professional Development, Mentorship, 
ArtWorksTO, Research, Creative Champions

Arts in the Parks

Awards & Award Events (Mayor’s Arts Lunch, 
Community Arts, RBC Newcomer, Jazz)

Mayor’s Evening for the Arts

Partnerships (ArtworxTO, TAC, NYA (2018, 2019), EEA (2018))

Administraton, Fundraising, Investment Fees & Amortization
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INTERESTED IN BECOMING A DONOR OR SPONSOR? 
Please contact Leslie Francombe, Senior Manager, Philanthropy 

leslie@torontoarts.org | t 416 392 6802 x214 

You are welcome to make a donation online by visiting our 

website. 

For general information on Toronto Arts Foundation, please 

contact:

Michelle Parson, Office Manager  

michelle@torontoartscouncil.org | t 416 392 6802 x200

Claire Hopkinson, M.S.M 
Director & CEO

Susan Wright 
Deputy Director

Inés Aguileta 
Senior Programs Coordinator,  
Neighbourhood Arts Network

Christian Anderson 
Engagement Coordinator, ArtWorksTO

Mitsuki Amano  
Donor Relations Coordinator

Angie Aranda 
Manager, Neighbourhood Arts 
Network

Christy DiFelice 
Award Program Manager

Zyrelle Endozo 
Mentorship and Programming 
Coordinator, Neighbourhood Arts 
Network

Leslie Francombe 
Senior Manager, Philanthropy

Sarah Gladki  
Communications Manager

Rachel Kennedy 
Stakeholder Relations Manager

Armen Karapetyan 
Finance Officer 

Haroon Khalid 
Associate Communications Manager

Alexandra Loewen 
Program & Events Coordinator

Liza Mattimore 
Award Program Manager 

Alandra McKirdy 
Events & Marketing Coordinator, 
Arts in the Parks

Hasanika Mediwake 
Program Outreach Coordinator

Shawn Newman, Ph.D. 
Research & Impact Manager

Michelle Parson 
Office Manager

Jaclyn Rodrigues 
Community Engagement Manager 

Jini Stolk
Creative Trust Research Fellow and 
Creative Champions Lead

Catherine Tammaro 
Award Program Manager

With thanks to Norma Garcia, Nadine Haddad, Eva Hellreich, Tash 
Naveau, Jayant Singh and Jini Stolk for their contributions to Toronto 
Arts Foundation in 2021; our Arts in the Parks summer staff Sarah 
Fellows, Alandra McKirdy, Sarah Nguyen and Whyishnave Suthagar 
and our Arts in the Parks volunteers; and the staff of Toronto Arts 
Council for their support and contributions.

OUR STAFF
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@TOArtsFdn

@torontoartsfoundation

/torontoartsfoundation
200 – 26 GRAND TRUNK CRESCENT 
TORONTO, ON M5J 3A9 
416-392-6800

CHARITABLE REGISTRATION NUMBER:  
88854 7064 RR0001

The Lemon Bucket Orkestra performing at the 2021 Mayor’s Evening for the Arts, along with Jesse Ryan, Hit & Run Dancers, and members of Honey Jam


