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A MESSAGE FROM KATHLEEN SHARPE,  
CHAIR, TORONTO ARTS FOUNDATION BOARD

In 2018, Toronto Arts Foundation programs focused on increasing arts access and celebrating the artists, 
advocates, and communities which bring this creative city to life. We are indeed fortunate to live in a place 
that embraces the community-building power of  the arts. While everyone recognizes that the arts bolster 
the local economy, what is less known is how effective the arts are in strengthening the social fabric of  our 
neighbourhoods. 

The Foundation provides unique programs which leverage the power of  artists, volunteers, and community 
members in every corner of  the city, activating public spaces and engaging residents in parks and community 
centres. Toronto’s connection to local arts and artists is strong – and continues to grow.

Contributions from our donors and sponsors play a vital role in the continued growth of  arts access in 
Toronto. Support from our partners creates the opportunity for the Foundation to develop new ways of  
highlighting local talent, engaging youth in artistic practice, and crafting responsive programming to fit the 
needs of  communities outside the downtown core.

The success of  Toronto Arts Foundation programming is due, in no small part, to the ongoing commitment 
of  our Board of  Directors. This dedicated group of  arts advocates, along with Foundation staff, works year-
round to support programming and resources that Torontonians can be proud of. 

It is my pleasure to work alongside these devoted individuals, and to lend my support to the inspiring mission 
of  increasing arts access in Toronto, Block by Block.

Kathleen Sharpe 
Chair, Toronto Arts Foundation

A MESSAGE FROM CLAIRE HOPKINSON,  
DIRECTOR & CEO

The arts have a unique ability to make us see the world through fresh eyes. The arts strengthen communities 
by focusing on shared experiences and creating bridges between cultures. They create a sense of  home 
and belonging. The powers of  creative expression are gifts that artists and arts organizations give to our 
community. 

Toronto Arts Foundation offers you, our donors, the opportunity to celebrate these artists and their impact 
on communities. Your support amplifies the reach of  artistic programming. By increasing access to the 
arts, together we create a healthier, happier and more unified city. This means investing not just in public 
programming, but also into engagement and research to ensure that the right programs are available to each 
community. 

As you read through our 2018 annual report, I invite you to reflect on the ways in which art has shaped 
various parts of  your life – your culture, your traditions, your community or even your daily routine. Art is 
everywhere in this vibrant city and with it comes numerous ways to get involved and support local artists. 
Whether your interest lies in volunteering, donating or audience participation, I hope that this report inspires 
you to reach further to strengthen this incredible, creative city.

Your support and generosity play a vital role in building communities, inspiring young minds and celebrating 
exceptional talent across the city. Thank you for your commitment toward creating a thriving Toronto, 
together. 

Claire Hopkinson, M.S.M 
Director & CEO, Toronto Arts Foundation

Claire Hopkinson is also the Director and CEO of  Toronto Arts Council, which in 2018 contributed $18.4 million in grants to 
arts and culture in Toronto.
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Toronto’s city-wide 
charity for the Arts.
Strengthening Toronto through 
response, strategic and innovative 
investments in the arts.

OUR VISION

Creative City: Block by Block

We believe that the arts help cities thrive, and envision a vibrant and creative city 
where every neighbourhood is enriched by the transformative benefits of the arts. 

We work collaboratively to develop and implement initiatives that strengthen Toronto’s 
artists and arts organizations and bring the arts to communities throughout the city.

We do this, not only because every Torontonian deserves to enjoy the benefits  
of the arts, but because engaged and inclusive communities build strong cities.

We share this vision with our affiliate Toronto Arts Council.

OUR GUIDING PRINCIPLES
 f We cultivate creativity and value excellence.
 f We embrace cultural diversity and reflect it in our programs.
 f We work from a highly informed and non-partisan position allowing us to 

communicate, advocate and convene on behalf of the arts sector.
 f We depend on and maintain the trust of the arts community and our donors.
 f We measure outcomes and reinvest our learning into our community.
 f We use partnerships and collaborative models to increase our effectiveness  

and flexibility.
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A CITY-WIDE  
CHARITY FOR  
THE ARTS

Arts In The Parks

EVENTS

Neighbourhood Arts Network

Creative Champions Network

East End Arts
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FOSTERING 
COMMUNITY
The majority of Torontonians see 
the arts as a way to build a strong 
sense of community. That’s why 
our initiatives work to make the 
arts more accessible.

89% of  Torontonians think the arts make 
Toronto a better place to live. (Toronto Arts 
Foundation Arts Stats 2018)

OUR RESEARCH TELLS US:
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NEIGHBOURHOOD ARTS NETWORK:  
A network of artists spanning the entire city 

Neighbourhood Arts Network (NAN), 
created by Toronto Arts Foundation 
in 2010, enriches Toronto by fostering 
excellence in community-engaged art 
making. This city-wide network of over 
1900 members encourages the exchange 
of ideas, resources and expertise between 
artists who work in, with and for Toronto’s 
diverse communities. Free membership 
for artists and arts organizations 
includes access to awards, mentorship 
opportunities, community events and 
workshops that focus on building healthy 
communities through the arts.

2018 highlights: 

 f 191 new members

 f 1,900+ total membership

 f 23 events

 f 650 attendees/participants

INCUBATING ARTS HUBS:  
Filling the gaps in local arts programs and 
services

Toronto Arts Foundation has successfully 
incubated two local arts hubs that are 
helping to transform their communities. 
In 2016, North York Arts transitioned to 
an independent non-profit corporation, 
and at the end of 2018 we celebrated the  
evolution of East End Arts into a vibrant 
and essential organization after five 
years under the Foundation’s umbrella. In 
support of the creation of these two vital, 
independent community organizations, 
Toronto Arts Foundation provided 
essential resources including strategic 
planning, financial management, human 
resources, mentorship and accountability.

2018 East End Arts: 

 f 25 events/programs

 f 17,500 attendees

 f 100 artists served

2018 North York Arts:

 f 37 events/programs

 f 31,314 attendees

 f 179 artists served

ARTS IN THE PARKS:  
Bringing the arts to Toronto 
neighbourhoods

Arts in the Parks brings free arts events to 
parks across Toronto in the summer. An 
initiative of Toronto Arts Foundation in 
partnership with Toronto Arts Council, the 
City of Toronto and Park People, Arts in 
the Parks encourages community-building 
and enjoyment of local parks, giving 
residents and tourists of all ages the 
opportunity to experience dance, music, 
theatre, film, workshops and more.

2018 highlights: 

 f 36 Parks

 f 282 arts events

 f 336 volunteers

 f 158,450 people attended

 f 28 wards throughout the city

CREATIVE CHAMPIONS NETWORK:  
Fostering excellence in board governance

 
Led by Toronto Arts Foundation’s 
Creative Trust Research Fellow Jini 
Stolk, our Network offers learning 
opportunities for arts board volunteers. 
Through workshops and seminars, we’re 
empowering arts board volunteers 
with the knowledge and tools needed 
to support their organizations to their 
fullest capacity. Networking opportunities 
encourage collaboration and knowledge 
sharing, which in turn make Toronto’s arts 
organizations healthier and stronger.

2018 highlights: 

 f 600+ members

 f 60+ speakers to date

 f 8 sections in our online resources for 

members

 f 7 workshops and speakers events

A CLOSER LOOK
Building strong communities through our 
programs and initiatives. 
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SPOTLIGHTING 
ARTISTS
Toronto’s artists are essential to 
making Toronto a liveable city. The 
innovation, experimentation, passion 
and energy that their work gives to the 
city is something that benefits every 
Torontonian. To celebrate their success, 
the Toronto Arts Foundation Awards 
recognize the contributions of artists 
and arts supporters, across disciplines, 
to creative city-building in Toronto. 

69% of  Torontonians appreciate the 
contribution that Toronto artists make to 
the city, and 74% agree that professional 
artists add value to society. (Toronto Arts 
Foundation Arts Stats 2016)

OUR RESEARCH TELLS US:
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RISE EDUTAINMENT
Arts for Youth Award Recipient
This youth-led grassroots performance arts and 
storytelling movement was recognized for its role 
in creating a healthy and inspiring space for youth, 
and for challenging systemic barriers through 
innovative partnerships. 
(Finalists: The Power Plant Contemporary Art 
Gallery, UforChange)

RUTH HOWARD
Celebration of Cultural Life Award Recipient
Howard, the founding Artistic Director of Jumblies 
Theatre, which engages in collaborations between
professional artists and diverse communities, was 
celebrated for the impact, sustainability, and legacy 
of her community-engaged arts practice. 
(Finalists: Ritesh Das – musician, composer, and 
founder of Toronto Tabla Ensemble; Dan Yashinsky –  
storyteller, author, and community animator)

JIVESH PARASRAM
Emerging Artist Award Recipient
The jury praised Parasram, a multidisciplinary artist, 
researcher and facilitator, and the Artistic Director 
of performing arts collective Pandemic Theatre, for 
his ability to create excellent work that is honest, 
diverse, and collaborative. 
(Finalists: Britta Johnson – composer, lyricist 
and writer; David Norsworthy – choreographer, 
performer and teacher)

THE WHOLENOTE
The Roy Thomson Hall Award of Recognition Recipient
Publishing for over 20 years, independent monthly 
print and online magazine The WholeNote, a 
free guide to the musical landscape of Southern 
Ontario, was recognized for its role in promoting 
current music, emerging artists, and being an 
essential resource for the local music community. 
(Finalists: Mitchell Marcus – founding Artistic & 
Managing Director of The Musical Stage Company; 
Musicworks – magazine of Canadian contemporary 
work in music and sound arts)

REBECCA HENNESSY
Emerging Jazz Artist Award Recipient
Hennessy, a trumpeter, composer and bandleader, 
was selected by a peer jury, who commended her 
for her creative, authentic and quirky compositions, 
noting; “She has a confidence and comfort level 
that not a lot of other emerging jazz artists have.” 
(Finalists: Ethan Ardelli, Juno award-winning 
drummer and composer; Matt Woroshyl, 
saxophonist, composer, and bandleader)

ACTIVE GREEN + ROSS AND RBC
Toronto Arts and Business Award Recipient
Active Green + Ross was recognized for its 
first-time contribution to the arts through its 
sponsorship of the HopeWorks Connection, 
covering transportation costs for performers and 
offering discounted and VIP services. 

The jury noted RBC’s sustained contributions to 
the arts through its Emerging Artist Program, 
making the company a vital contributor to the local 
arts ecosystem.

URBANARTS
TD Community Arts Award Recipient
The jury commended UrbanArts, a Local Arts 
Service Organization headquartered in the York 
South-Weston neighbourhood, for creating locally 
relevant, free, accessible and culturally conscious 
multi-disciplinary arts programming for youth.
(Finalists: ArtsStarts; Jumblies Theatre)

Thank you to our partners, donors and sponsors 
for making these awards possible!

The total amount distributed 
in awards in 2018 to those 
that are strengthening 
Toronto through the arts

$114,000
The number of awards 
(ranging from $10,000 
to $20,000) presented 
to Toronto artists, 
cultural workers or arts 
organizations to celebrate 
exceptional achievement

7
The number of awards 
(of up to $1500) 
presented to newcomer 
artists to support 
the creation of new 
work or professional 
development

24

“It has always been 
documented in history that in 
revolutionary movements, the 
youth were the ones that see 
the issues in the world and in 
society and pushed for change.”

Randell Adjei
RISE EDUTAINMENT

JIVESH PARASRAM

REBECCA HENNESSY

RUTH HOWARD

THE WHOLE NOTE

“The play does not change the 
world, but if  somebody sees it, 
and starts thinking in a different 
way, then they can enact change 
in a different way.”

“We have always taken pleasure in telling other people’s stories. 
It’s really nice to have a chance to tell and hear our story told.”

“In my own personal life and 
history, art has always been 
how I’ve experienced the world: 
made and found meaning, 
dealt with and responded to the 
extraordinary and ordinary.”

TORONTO 
ARTS AWARD 
RECIPIENTS
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SUPPORTING 
NEWCOMER
ARTISTS
Newcomer artists bring a wealth 
of artistic knowledge and 
ingenuity to Toronto. However, 
newcomer artists may face 
barriers such as finding work 
and making connections, which 
prevent them from pursuing their 
artistic career in their new city. To 
encourage and support the work 
of newcomer artists, Toronto Arts 
Foundation has developed a series 
of partnerships and programs 
through our Neighbourhood Arts 
Network initiative.

73% of  Torontonians agree that the 
arts are a benefit to the city because they 
highlight the city’s cultural diversity. 
(Toronto Arts Foundation Arts Stats 2016)

OUR RESEARCH TELLS US:
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2015
With financial support from RBC Foundation, we created the RBC Newcomer 
Spotlight program, which aims to support newcomer artists through financial 
support and professional development opportunities. The program is helping 
newcomer artists navigate the Canadian art system, and giving them leverage 
to pursue their artistry through micro-awards of up to $1,500. This program, 
with the ongoing commitment of RBC, in-depth evaluation and expansion of 
our outreach, continues to evolve to best serve the community.

2016
Since 2016, we’ve partnered with the City of Toronto to program 
entertainment for Toronto Newcomer Day held at Nathan Phillips Square and 
City Hall. Attended by hundreds of people including city representatives, this 
event gives incredible exposure and opens new professional opportunities for 
the newcomer artists that we commission to perform on the outdoor stage.

2017
We partnered with Toronto Arts Council (TAC) to match newcomer artists 
with mentors for TAC’s Newcomer and Refugee Artist Mentorship program. 
These mentorships are helping newcomer artists expand their craft, make 
new connections and uncover new professional opportunities.

2018
Twenty-four newcomer artists received awards through the RBC Newcomer 
Artist Spotlight program. In May, we programmed the mainstage 
performances at Toronto Newcomer Day, featuring musicians and dancers 
who are past award recipients and NAN members. Throughout the year, 
we supported recipients of the 2017 Newcomer and Refugee Mentorship 
grant by holding various meetups for mentors and mentees to get to know 
each other, as well as successfully paired 11 mentor-mentees who went on to 
receive the 2018 grant.

“Moving from one country to another and adjusting to 
new culture and community is challenging. When an 

artist cannot bring all the instruments and materials that 
they used to play or work with from home can damage 

their career. Receiving this award helped with buying new 
instruments, which led to securing more gigs and being 

present in this art scene.”
Nour Kaadan, 2018 RBC Arts Access Award Recipient

Toronto Arts Foundation 
Annual Report 2018

17Toronto Arts Foundation 
Annual Report 2018

16



ENCOURAGING 
VOLUNTEERISM 
IN THE ARTS
Volunteers are some of Toronto’s most engaged residents. 
Those who volunteer their time demonstrate a passion 
for the work of others and a willingness to get involved. 
Volunteers contribute to a cohesive and cooperative 
city, strengthened by the power of individuals working 
together. We are harnessing the benefits of volunteering 
through two key programs, Arts in the Parks and Creative 
Champions Network.

Approximately 50% of  Torontonians when asked to imagine 
volunteering for the arts said they would do so because it would 
be an opportunity to meet new people and support things they 
believe in. (Toronto Arts Foundation Arts Stats 2017)

OUR RESEARCH TELLS US:

Our Creative Champions Network, made up of over 
600 board volunteers, is a forum to meet colleagues 
and learn new skills at workshops and events. By 
harnessing the potential of arts board members who 
will transfer their knowledge to the organizations they 
serve, we’re strengthening the sector as a whole.

Last year, 336 volunteers supported Arts in the Parks 
by promoting the initiative and providing on-site 
support during events. Our Arts in the Parks volunteer 
program encourages people of all ages, including youth, 
to get involved in community events, meet new people 
and discover the many benefits of the arts.

“As a new woman in the city, Arts in the Parks helped me make new friends, 
took me to new places and parks and also introduced me to a wide variety of  arts 
groups and organizations present in the city. I also enjoyed the fact that many 
people are recognizing the efforts to bond and share the happiness and hope that 
this would have a long-lasting positive impact on their minds.”
2018 Arts in the Parks Volunteer

Toronto Arts Foundation 
Annual Report 2018

19Toronto Arts Foundation 
Annual Report 2018

18



PROMOTING 
EQUITY IN 
THE ARTS
Art has the potential to be a reflection of a 
community’s voice and needs. Toronto’s artists 
create spaces that satisfy the need for individual 
and collective self-expression, as well as 
community capacity-building. We are committed 
to fostering equitable practices in art-making 
and art presentation to ensure that all cultures 
and people of all abilities can participate. 

71% of  Torontonians believe the arts engage people with new 
ideas and 49% say the arts help raise awareness of  social issues. 
(Toronto Arts Foundation Arts Stats 2018) 

OUR RESEARCH TELLS US:

In 2018, our Neighbourhood Arts Network hosted 
Emergence Week, which brought together change-makers 
to discuss and explore arts and equity. Emergence Week 
consisted of four days of community arts activations 
located throughout the city, co-hosted by 8 partner 
organizations, and one full-day symposium which convened 
over 150 community-engaged arts practitioners, policy 
makers and community leaders to exchange knowledge, 
develop leadership skills, collaborate and more. Themes 
explored included self-care, Afro and Indigenous futurisms, 
disability arts and youth engagement. 

“Supporting the Emergence Symposium is about supporting a growth mindset for 
communities and artists. We gather and hold space for one another to learn and 
grow, so that we may return to our communities and continue to gather and hold 
space for others to learn and grow with us. There are few comparable conferences, 
if  any, in Toronto that bring together so many community-engaged, equity-engaged 
artists to share and exchange.”
Helen Yung, 2018 Emergence keynote panelist and workshop facilitator
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MAKING 
ARTS MORE 
ACCESSIBLE
Every Torontonian deserves access to the arts 
and its many benefits. Toronto Arts Foundation 
supports arts programming that is free and open 
to the public. Through our programs and initiatives 
like Arts in the Parks, Neighbourhood Arts Network 
and East End Arts, we’re providing high-quality arts 
events and professional development opportunities 
for Torontonians in all corners of the city.

81% of  Torontonians say it’s important  for children 
and youth to participate in the arts and 76% say free 
arts in public outdoor spaces improves arts accessibility. 
(Toronto Arts Foundation Arts Stats 2016)

OUR RESEARCH TELLS US:
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YOUR
SUPPORT 
MATTERS
Toronto Arts Foundation 
is working to strengthen 
Toronto through the arts. 
Our work would not be 
possible without the 
commitment of our donors 
and sponsors.

“RBC believes that the arts encourages a culture of  creativity 
and innovation, and helps foster diversity and inclusion in our 
communities. We are so proud to have been able to partner 
with Toronto Arts Foundation and provide newcomers with the 
funding to pursue their artistic endeavours while building their 
lives in Canada.” 
Rebecca Louzado, Director, Community and  
Cultural Marketing, RBC

“One of  the elements of  a world-class city and the desirability 
to live there is its richness in culture, art and architectural 
landscape. Focused on the intersection of  great design and art 
to enrich the human experience, Great Gulf  and First Gulf  
share this passion with Toronto Arts Foundation through our 
commitment to create the best dynamic and iconic award-
winning buildings.”
Jerry Patava (Great Gulf) and David Gerofsky (First Gulf)

“Toronto Arts Foundation is uniquely placed to create 
programs and opportunities that benefit artists and the 
communities in which they live, work and engage. From 
celebrating and investing in an emerging or accomplished artist 
to animating a park or in a fact an entire area of  Toronto for 
the social health the community, the Foundation continues to 
innovate with impact!” 
Susan Crocker, Past Board Chair and  
Emerging Artist Award sponsor
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of Torontonians believe that 
the arts make Toronto a better 
place to live.

89%

of Torontonians think our city 
has a great arts scene, with 
65% specifying it’s because the 
arts reflect the diversity of the 
city’s residents.

85%

of Torontonians agree that 
the arts make the city a more 
inclusive place.

83%

of respondents said it is 
important to them that mayoral 
candidates support the arts, 
and 65% say it is important 
that city council candidates in 
their ward do the same.

71%

Toronto Arts Foundation Arts Stats 2018

Our research helps us better understand how 
Torontonians think about the arts and its 
impact on the quality of life in our city. With the 
generous help of polling research and strategic 
marketing firm Leger, Toronto Arts Foundation 
has been creating public opinion polls about 
the arts since 2014.

In 2018, we released Arts Stats: Why the 
Arts Matter. The results revealed that most 
Torontonians are optimistic about their city and 
they value living in a city that supports the arts.

CONDUCTING 
VITAL 
RESEARCH
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Evening for the Arts:  
Bringing together city leaders in support of the arts

The Evening for the Arts is a major fundraising event in 
support of our Arts in the Parks initiative. In 2018, we raised 
over $600,000. 

The event was attended by over 600 arts supporters and 
city-builders, including Mayor John Tory, City Councillors 
and federal MPs and was hosted by renowned actors 
Hélène Joy and Eric Peterson. Guests enjoyed memorable 
performances from Tony-nominated musical theatre artist 
Louise Pitre, Afro-Caribbean dance organization Roots and 
Branches and jazz group The Heavyweights Brass Band. 

We’re deeply grateful to all of those who attended who are 
helping us build a creative city.

“The arts are a unifier – they can bring 
people together across the city … I think this 
is the best city and the best country in the 
world, and the arts are a big part of  that.”
Mayor John Tory

Toronto Arts Foundation 
Annual Report 2018

29Toronto Arts Foundation 
Annual Report 2018

28



GOLD SPONSORS

MEDIA SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

Toronto Arts Foundation thanks all those who contributed to the Evening for the 
Arts, which directly supports our Arts in the Parks initiative. Your generosity makes it 
possible for us to make the arts accessible across the city. Our sincerest thanks to our 
fundraising committee members who generously gave their time.

EVENING HOST SPONSOR OFFICIAL WINE SPONSOR PRINT SPONSOR

TABLES
AGF Management Ltd.
Bell Canada
B+H Architects Corp.
Carpenters & Allied Workers Local 27
CHIN Radio
Coco Group
The Corporation of Massey Hall & Roy Thomson Hall
Arthur Dalfen
Dorsay Development
Dream Unlimited
Drywall Acoustic Lathing & Insulation Local Union 675
Duka Property Management
EllisDon Corporation
Enbridge Gas Company
First Gulf Corporation
Great Gulf Homes Limited
Greater Toronto Airports Authority (GTAA)
Howitzer Whiskey
Donald K. Johnson
LiUNA! Local 183
LiUNA! Ontario Provincial District Council
McCarthy Tetrault
Milbourne Real Estate
Minto Capital & Minto Communities
Oxford Properties
RBC
Ryerson Faculty of Communication & Design
Shaw Communications Inc
Sussex Strategy Group
The Daniels Corporation
Toronto Wolfpack
Torys LLP
Via Rail Canada
William F. White International

DONORS 
BMO Financial Group
John Campion
Pam Dinsmore
Chris Glover
Stephen Kuwahara
Gregg Lintern
Mary Lou Toop
Diane M. Martello
Margaret McCain
McDonald’s Canada
Ron Morissette
Jerome Morse
Carol Rapp
G. Wayne Squibb
John H. Tory
Kim Wright
Anonymous (1)

FUNDRAISING CO-CHAIRS
Richard Paquet
Mike Yorke

EVENING FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
Dany H. Assaf
Andrew Brethour
Mark Cote
Phil Gillies
Kim Graham
Aleem Kanji
Ralph Lean, Q.C.
Mark Maloney
Paul Pellegrini
Bob Richardson
Alfredo Romano
Kim Wright
Paul Zed

TRIBUTE COMMITTEE
Margaret Atwood, C.C., O.Ont., FRSC, FRSL
W. Geoffrey Beattie
John M. Beck
Bonnie Brooks, C.M.
Martha Burns
Deane Cameron, C.M.
George A. Cohon, O.C., O.Ont.
Michael J. Cooper
The Honourable Linda Frum
HCol Blake C. Goldring, M.S.M.
HCol Anthony R. Graham
Paul Gross, O.C.
Steve Gupta
Norman Jewison, C.C., O.Ont.
Donald K. Johnson, O.C.
Ann Kaplan Mulholland
Bahadur Madhani, C.M.
The Honourable Margaret McCain, C.C., O.N.B.
John D. McKellar C.M., Q.C. 
Deepa Mehta, O.C., O.Ont.
Sevaun Palvetzian
The Honourable David R. Peterson, P.C., Q.C., O.Ont.
Andrew Pringle, C.M.
Edward S. Rogers III
Kenneth M. Tanenbaum
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Creative City Circle 
$10,000+
Manuel & Cheryl Buchwald*
Martha Burns*
Susan Crocker, C.M. & John 
Hunkin*

Arthur Dalfen
John & Raphaela Dunlap
Donald K. Johnson O.C., LL.D.*
John & Kay McKellar*

$5,000-$9,999
Diana Bennett & Spencer 
Lanthier*

Neera Chopra
Maureen & Victor Dodig
Margaret & Jim Fleck*
Grayson Matthews Inc. 
Richard Paquet & Elizabeth 
Pizzinato

Sandra & Jim Pitblado*
Bradley Shaw

Groundbreakers
$1,000-$4,999
Lisa Balfour Bowen & Walter M. 
Bowen*

Harold Chmara & Danny Hoy
Robert Foster & Julia Foster
The Betty & Joe Gray Family 
Foundation

Dilshad Hassen
Michael Herrera
Enterprise Holdings
Claire Hopkinson & Victor 
Fritz*†

Jackman Foundation
Scott Griffin
Barry & Cathy Joslin
Henry White Kinnear 
Foundation

Linda & Lorie Lewis
Rob MacKinnon & Steven 
Davidson

Hasan Makansi
Sam Marinucci C.A.*
Micheline McKay*
Don & Jane Moffat*
Ontario Cultural Attractions 
Fund

Kathleen Sharpe*
Bulmash Siegel Fund
Susan Wright & John Sankey*†

Supporters up to $999
Adom-Krodua Acheampong
A. Joel Adelstein*
Momin Ahmad
Andrea Alexander
Azza Al-Sajdi
Angie Aranda†
Susan Astington

Robert Baines
Sonali Ballal
Franziska Barczyk
Curtis Barlow
John Beckwith*
Paul Beeston
Nova Bhattacharya & Mark 
Hammond

Darlene Blair
Carolyn Booth
Joseph Borowiec
Jesika Briones
Butterfield Family Foundation
Andréa Callà
Chelsea Cameron-Fikis
David Carey
Margo Charlton*†
Clive Clark
Brianne Cullen Sherk
Douglas & Janet Davis
Michael & Honor de Pencier
Jane M. Deluzio
Derek Denure
Sara Diamond
Tala El-Achkar
Gino Falconi*
Melanie Fernandez
Carol Fine
Melissa Foster
Sheila Foster
Leslie Francombe & Victor 
Ertmanis†

William & Patricia Francombe
Stephen Gard
Jenny Ginder*
Phyllis Gordon
Jerry Grafstein
Lorna M. Graham
Jennifer Green & Arda llgazli†
Victoria Gyamfi-Kumanini
Robert Habert
Nadine Haddad†
Simon Hakim
Brenda Halperin
Ingrid Harms
Samar Hejazi
Seema Hejazi
Peter A. Herrndorf*
Shana Hillman
Rita Ho
Adrienne Hood
Joy Hughes*
Benjamin Jain
Mehreen Javaid
Khalid Kadrie
Karim Kanji
Armen Karapetyan†
Lila Karim
Chris Kay Fraser
Christopher Kelly
Shawn Kerwin
Josh Klein

Michelle Knight
Elisabeth Kohn
Dana Lafarga
Suzy Lake*
Ron A. Lalonde
Susan Lappin
Juhyung Lee
Peter Leon
Kathy Li
Kyle Lock
Michael Lockhart
Richard T. Lowery
Magdalena Maciag Jurak
Jason Maghanoy
Erin Marchak
Lindsay Maskell
Irene McBride-Watt
Kyle Miller
Dewi Minden
Susana Molinolo
Terry Nicholson
Kathy O’Brien
Sandra O’Connell
Grace Olds
Louise O’Neill
Wendy Ounpuu
Parul Pandya
Michelle Parson*†
Edith Pereira
Francesca Perez
Felicia Perricelli
Kenneth Pritzker
Lola Rasminsky
Katherine Rawlinson
Rosemary Robertson
Debra Robins
Jaclyn Rodrigues†
Ely Rosenblum
Cindy Rozeboom
Denise Schon
Sensus Design & Build Inc.
Raad Seraj
Jamal Shaban
David Silcox & Linda Intaschi
Bernie Silverman
Kim Simon
Carolyn Slon
Sandra Song
The Sorbara Group of  
Companies

Kalpana Srinarayanadas
Lisa Steele
David Steenwinkel
Jini Stolk & John Gladki*†
Peter Tabuns
Claude Tambu
Sharon Tarshis
Carol Tator
Asyera Theng
Elizabeth Tory
Mika Tremblay
Elizabeth Tunstall

Melanie Tyler
Nancy Walden
Andrew Walker
Cindy Wan
Clara Weng
Mai Why
Lucille Winter
Deanna Wolfe
Diane Wright Hall
Michelle Yeung & Michael 
Minchella

Christine Yu
Chris Younkman
Hersh Zeifman
Joyce & Fred Zemans*
In Memory of  Garry Bowers
In Honour of  Lawrence Kolasa
In Honour of  Suzan Mazur
Anonymous (5)

Donations made in 
Memory of Antonio 
Battaglia, a true friend 
and champion of the arts 
in Toronto.
Jake Abramowicz
John Bargis
Joan Brennan
Margaret Brennan
Mary Brennan
Josie Bruce
Leanna Crouch
David Facciolo
Michael Fazzari
Siena Furman
Victoria Galati
Paul Gullo
Rosa Gullo
Vito Laudadio
Nick Le Donne
Nick & Elly Manzone
Angela Marotta
Benny Louise Marotta
Carla & Tony Parisi
Vincent & Luciana Pileggi
Francesca Pileggi-Constantino
Nicholas Price-Owen
Tania Rigazzi & Joe Pileggi
Erin Rose
Rosina Rozanski
Tahir Saeed
Frank & Judith Szewczyk
Joseph & Rina Trimmeliti
Paul Unterman
Angela Vellone
Kara Walsh
Anonymous (6)

*10 years of  giving or more 
†Staff member

FRIENDS OF THE FOUNDATION 2018 

Toronto Arts Foundation is very grateful for the generosity and support of its donors. 
Your belief in our initiatives helps us to connect more communities through the power 
of the arts.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Emergence Symposium Partner
Humber Centre for Entrepreneurship

Arts in the Parks Research and Program 
Evaluation Partner
Ontario Trillium Foundation 

Arts in the Parks Partners 
City of Toronto
Park People
Toronto Arts Council 

Media Partners 
Branded Cities
Metroland Media
Now Magazine
Toronto Life
Toronto Star

Official Wine Sponsor
Arterra Wines Canada

Official Beer Sponsor
Steam Whistle Brewery

Official Floral Supplier
Quince Flowers

Research Partner 
Leger

2018 Evening for the Arts Sponsors & 
Donors are listed on pages 30 and 31.

TORONTO ARTS FOUNDATION AWARDS

Arts for Youth Award 
Recipient Award supported by Margaret & Jim Fleck,  
Martha Burns, and Sandra & Jim Pitblado
Finalist Awards supported by Diana Bennett & Spencer Lanthier

Emerging Artist Award
Recipient Award supported by Susan Crocker & John Hunkin, 
and Valleyview Artist Retreat
Finalist Awards supported by the Bulmash-Siegel Fund

Toronto Arts and Business Award
Presented in partnership with Toronto Star & Business/Arts

Margo Bindhart and Rita Davies Award
Recipient Award supported in part by John & Raphaela Dunlap
Finalist Awards supported by Neera Chopra

Muriel Sherrin Award for International Achievement  
in Music/Dance
Recipient and Finalist Awards supported by  
The Muriel Sherrin Award Fund

Roy Thomson Hall Award of Recognition
Recipient and Finalist Awards supported by  
The Corporation of Massey Hall and Roy Thomson Hall

Celebration of Cultural Life Award
Recipient and Finalist Awards supported by Arthur Dalfen  

Emerging Jazz Artist Award
Recipient and Finalist Awards supported by  
Cheryl & Manuel Buchwald and presented in 
partnership with TD Toronto Jazz Festival

TD Community Arts Award
TD Bank Group

RBC Arts Access and Mentorship Fund Awards
RBC

MAJOR PARTNERS

Creative Champions Network Sponsor Community Arts Sponsor

TD Community Arts Award
Making A Living. Making Art.
Emergence Symposium

Newcomer Artist Sponsor

RBC Arts Access Fund Awards
RBC Artist Mentorship Awards
Let’s Talk Art

MAYOR’S ARTS LUNCH SPONSORS

Table Host Sponsors
Canada Life
Canadian Museum of History
Carpenters & Allied Workers Local 27
Centennial College
City of Toronto 
Susan Crocker, C.M. & John Hunkin
The Daniels Corporation

Maureen & Victor Dodig
Downtown Yonge 
Donald K. Johnson
KPMG
John & Kay McKellar
OCAD University
Ontario Media Development Corporation
Richard Paquet

Host Sponsor CBC Toronto

Wine Sponsor Jackson-Triggs Wines

Finalist Reception Sponsors  
Arterra Wines Canada, Steam Whistle 
Brewery, The Spoke Club
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT ON  
SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

To the Directors of   
Toronto Arts Foundation

The summarized financial statements, which comprise the summarized statement of  financial position as at 
December 31, 2018, and the summarized statements of  operations and changes in net assets for the year then 
ended, are derived from the audited financial statements of  Toronto Arts Foundation (the “Foundation”) for the 
year ended December 31, 2018.

In our opinion, the accompanying summarized financial statements are a fair summary of  the financial 
statements, in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations.

Summarized Financial Statements

The summarized financial statements do not contain all the disclosures required by Canadian accounting 
standards for not-for-profit organizations. Reading the summarized financial statements and the auditor’s 
report thereon, therefore, is not a substitute for reading the Foundation’s audited financial statements and the 
auditor’s report thereon.

The summarized financial statements and the audited financial statements do not reflect the effects of  events 
that occurred subsequent to the date of  our report on the audited financial statements.

The Audited Financial Statements and Our Report Thereon

In our report dated June 12, 2019, we expressed an unqualified audit opinion on the audited financial 
statements.

Management’s Responsibility for the Summarized Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation of  the summarized financial statements in accordance with 
Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations.

Auditor’s Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on whether the summarized financial statements are a fair 
summary of  the audited financial statements based on our procedures, which were conducted in accordance 
with Canadian Auditing Standard (CAS) 810, Engagements to Report on Summary Financial Statements.

 Hogg, Shain & Scheck P.C.
Toronto, Ontario Authorized to practise public accounting by the 
June 12, 2019 Chartered Professional Accountants of  Ontario

The complete 2018 audited financial statements are available on request.

ASSETS 2018 2017

Current:

Cash $ 374,979 $ 754,673

Amounts receivable 98,502 53,248

Harmonized Sales Tax recoverable 47,372 51,995

Due from Toronto Arts Council - 4,258

Prepaid expenses 38,304 4,328

559,157 868,502

Investments 1,909,705 1,970,477

Capital assets, net 1,260 17,835

$ 2,470,122 $ 2,856,814
LIABILITIES

Current:

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 13,584 $ 23,397

Due to Toronto Arts Council 3,073 -

Due to East York Arts 91,372 -

Due to North York Arts - 25,000

Deferred revenues 168,400 282,700

276,429 331,097
NET ASSETS

Unrestricted 2,193,693 2,525,717

$ 2,470,122 $ 2,856,814

REVENUES 2018 2017

Mayor's Evening for the Arts $ 613,212 $ 1,067,458

Grants and donations 595,009 641,224

Arts Awards 162,869 205,483

Endowment income 1,733 1,741

Investment income (loss) (42,871) 161,525 

1,329,952 2,077,431
EXPENSES

Program delivery 1,164,172 1,255,395

Mayor's Evening for the Arts 206,932 552,611

Arts Awards 133,455 142,931

Grants to Toronto Arts Council 75,000 90,000

Contributions to North York Arts 50,000 50,000

Amortization 16,575 19,628

Investment management fees 15,842 15,090

1,661,976 2,125.655

DEFICIENCY OF REVENUES OVER EXPENSES (332,024) (48,224)

NET ASSETS, beginning of year 2,525,717 2,573,941

NET ASSETS, end of year $ 2,193,693 $ 2,525,717

TORONTO ARTS FOUNDATION
Summarized Balance Sheet as at December 31, 2018

TORONTO ARTS FOUNDATION
Summarized Statement of Operations and Changes in Net Assets
Year ended December 31, 2018

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Director

Director
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OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

We’d like to thank our volunteers and board members for their expertise and many 
hours of service. 

Kathleen Sharpe, Chair
Andrew Walker*, Secretary 
Michael Herrera*, Treasurer 
(replaced Harold Chmara in  
June 2018)

2018 Board Members:  
Andréa N J Callà
Neera Chopra*
Maureen Dodig
Dilshad Hassen
Hasan Makansi
John D. McKellar, C.M., Q.C.
Terry Nicholson
Richard Paquet
Caroline Robbie

Founding President:  
The late Margo Bindhardt

Director Emeritus: 
Diana Bennett

Past Chair:
Susan Crocker, C.M.

ARTS ADVISORY PANEL

Margaret Atwood, C.C.
Atom Egoyan, O.C.

Norman Jewison, C.C.
Molly Johnson, O.C.

David Mirvish, C.M.
Joyce Zemans, C.M.

EMERGING LEADERS
Emerging Leaders engage young professionals in the arts by hosting curated events that take the group 
inside Toronto’s dynamic arts intuitions of all sizes and disciplines. If you are interested in joining please 
contact Jaclyn Rodrigues, Community Engagement Manager, at jaclyn@torontoarts.org.

Committee Members: Leen Al Zaibak, Chair
Blair Francey
Martha Haldenby

Samar Hejazi
Adam Kuhn
Michael Vickers

Clara Weng

2018 AWARD JURY MEMBERS

Thank you to Leen Al Zaibak
Colleen Allen
Nichole Anderson 

Bergeron
Maxine Bailey
Maddie Bautista
Denise Bolduc
Hilario Duran

Loie Fallis
Josh Grossman
Marta Keller-Hernandez
Patty Jarvis
Molly Johnson
Mafa Makhubalo
Tamam McCallum
Renata Mohamed

Supriya Nayak
Kevin A. Ormsby
Sarvenaz Rayati
Nikki Shaffeeullah
Flora Shum
Himanshu Sitlani
Dot Valledor
Geneviève Wallen

OUR STAFF
Claire Hopkinson, M.S.M 
Director & CEO

Susan Wright 
Deputy Director

Jennifer Green 
Philanthropy & Programs Director

Adom Acheampong 
Program Coordinator, East End Arts

Inés Aguileta 
Program Coordinator, Neighbourhood 
Arts Network

Angie Aranda 
Manager, Neighbourhood Arts Network

Chelsea Cameron-Fikis 
Marketing & Outreach Coordinator, 
East End Arts

Margo Charlton 
Research and Impact Manager 

Christy DiFelice 
Award Program Manager

Leslie Francombe 
Philanthropy and Sponsorship Manager

Sarah Gladki 
Communications Manager

Nadine Haddad 
Donor Relations Coordinator

Eva Hellreich 
Outreach & Events Coordinator, 
Neighbourhood Arts Network

Shana Hillman 
Executive Director, East End Arts 

Armen Karapetyan 
Finance Officer

Rachel Kennedy 
Executive Assistant

Alexandra Loewen 
Marketing & Events Coordinator

Sumedha Mongia 
Accounting Assistant 

Sally Nicholson 
Research Assistant

Michelle Parson 
Office Manager

Jaclyn Rodrigues 
Community Engagement Manager

Rupal Shah 
Award Program Manager

With thanks to Natalie Kaiser, Seemi 
Qaiser and Tanya Oleksuik for their 
contributions to Toronto Arts Foundation 
in 2018.

Toronto Arts Foundation acknowledges 
and thanks the staff of  Toronto Arts 
Council for their contributions.

* Also serve on the Board of  Toronto Arts Council
Photo Credits: Cover: Nagata Shachu at Flemingdon Park (Sean Howard), p. 6-7: Christie Pits Film Festival (Nicola Betts), p. 8-9: TD Community Arts Awards Reception (Kat Rizza), 
Long Exposure Festival (Sean Howard), p. 10-11: Mayor’s Arts Lunch (Sean Howard), p. 12-13 (Sean Howard), p. 14-15: Yannis Lobaina and Serhat Dogantekin at the RBC Arts 
Access Award Reception (Kat Rizza), p. 16-17: clockwise from top: Audience at Toronto Newcomer Day, RBC Arts Access reception, Nour Kaadan and Tareq Ghreri at RBC Arts Access 
Award Reception, 2018 RBC Arts Access Award recipients (Kat Rizza), Ballet Folklorico Puro Mexico (Brendan Albert), p. 18-19: Arts in the Parks volunteer (Sean Howard), p. 20-21: 
Emergence Symposium (Kat Rizza), p. 22-23: Shadowland Theatre event at Alexmuir Park (Sean Howard),  p. 24-25: Dream (courtesy of  Soulpepper Theatre), p. 26-27: William 
Yong (Sean Howard), p. 28-29: clockwise from top: Mike Yorke, Claire Hopkinson, M.S.M, and John D. McKellar, CM QC., Louise Pitre, Mayor John Tory and Richard Paquet, 
Countermeasure performing at the Evening for the Arts (Tom Sandler Photography), Back Cover: Mayor John Tory at the 2018 Arts in the Parks season launch (Sean Howard)

Interested in becoming a donor or sponsor? Would you like to learn more about the Mayor’s Evening for 
the Arts? We would love to talk to you about how you can contribute to the arts in Toronto. 

Please contact Leslie Francombe, Philanthropy and Sponsorship Manager
leslie@torontoarts.org | t 416 392 6802 x214
You are welcome to make a donation online by visiting our website.

For information on the following programs, please contact:

Creative Champions Network & Arts in the Parks
Jaclyn Rodrigues, Community Engagement Manager
jaclyn@torontoarts.org | t 416 392 6802 x212

Neighbourhood Arts Network & RBC Newcomer Spotlight Program
Inés Aguileta, Acting Manager
ines@torontoarts.org | t 416 392 6802 x221

Awards & General Information
Michelle Parson
michelle@torontoarts.org | t 416 392 6802 x200

Phone: 416.392.6800
Fax: 416.392.6920
Email: donate@torontoarts.org
Website: torontoartsfoundation.org
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200 – 26 GRAND TRUNK CRESCENT 
TORONTO, ON M5J 3A9

CHARITABLE REGISTRATION NUMBER:  
88854 7064 RR0001

@TOArtsFdn

@torontoartsfoundation

/torontoartsfoundation


